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REMARKS 

With regard to the requirement for election which is the only point raised in 
the Official Action, Applicant hereby provisionally elects the. species I (Figs. 1-1b) 
as covered by claims 1-5, 12, 14-18, 19-24. 27-29, 32-35, 36, 37. with at least 
claims 1-5 being generic. 

Applicant's election is made without traverse. As noted by the Examiner, 
upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species, provided that all claims to all additional species 
are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the limitations of an 
allowed generic claim as provided by 37 C.F.R. §1.141. 

It is noted that each named inventor of the subject matter of the instant 
application contributed at least to one of the claims, presently on file. 

With regard to claims 19-24 and 37, applicant wishes to note as follows: In 
the figure description to Fig. 5, it is stated that Fig. 5 "is a half-section of the Hp- 
type shaft seal of FIG. 1, slightly modified and installed upon a shaft . While the 
shaft seal of Fig. 5 differs from the elected shaft seal of Fig. 1 by the provision of 
the "anterior lip 29", as set forth in non-elected claim 26, Fig. 5 primarily 
describes the interaction between the shaft seal of Fig. 1 with a contact surface. 
Reference is made also to page 14, paragraph [0035], last line, and in particular 
to page 18, paragraph [0042], where the interrelation between the shaft seal of 
Fig. 1 and a rotating shaft (19) is described. Therefore, it is applicant's contention 
that claims 19-24 and 37 should remain in this application and should be 
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examined on the merits because their subject matter relates to the interaction 
between the shaft seal of Fig. 1 with a rotating element (shaft 19). 

With regard to claims 6-11, 13. 25-26, 30-31 constituting the other 
species, applicant does not waive any of his rights therefore or abandon such 
subject matter. 

Since applicant has fully and completely responded to the Official Action 
and has made the required election, this application is now in order for early 
action at least on the merits of claims 1-5, 12, 14-18, 19-24, 27-29, 32-35, 36, 37. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Hefriry I 
Sent for Applicant 
bg. No. 31,084 



Date: September 27, 2004 
350 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 4714 

New York, N.Y. 10118 
(212) 244-5500 
HMRaf 
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